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pressures b rought on by rising f inancial costs and the increasing impact 
o f t echnology in h igher educat ion will force institutions to take a closer 
look at themse lves and the academic communi ty sooner or later. T h e les-
son to the academy seems to be: take proact ive steps n o w toward bui ld ing 
a relat ional , intellectual communi ty or face the possibil i ty of a s ignif icant 
d e c l i n e in the t r ad i t iona l co l l ég ia l c o m m u n i t y in the f u t u r e . B e n n e t t 
presses for insti tutions of higher educat ion to provide a relational m o d e l 
that addresses the need in individuals to feel connec ted to one another 
wi th a h igher purpose . Otherwise , s tudents m a y choose the convenience 
of internet and dis tance educat ion courses as their p r imary source of con-
tent delivery, rather than the universi ty campus and c lassroom. 

Collégial Professionalism is r e c o m m e n d e d read ing fo r facul ty and 
admin i s t r a to r s in h ighe r educa t ion , par t icu la r ly deans and d e p a r t m e n t 
cha i rpe r sons . Al l un ive r s i ty l eaders w o u l d b e n e f i t by c o n s i d e r i n g the 
thoughts and warn ings presented by Bennet t . Bennet t succeeds, I bel ieve, 
in pa in t ing a percept ive portrait o f the relational crisis in h igher educat ion 
and in poin t ing the w a y toward a m o r e posit ive, product ive mode l . 

4? ^ * 

D o n a l d B l i g h . ( 1 9 9 8 ) . What's the Use of Lectures?, 5 th ed . E x e t e r , 
Eng land : Intellect . Pages : 289. Price: $24.95 U S (paperback) . 

R e v i e w e d b y B e v e r l y J. C a m e r o n , D e p a r t m e n t o f E c o n o m i c s , T h e 
Univers i ty of Mani toba . 

What s the Use of Lectures? is a va luable upda t ing of a popu la r b o o k 
f irst pub l i shed in the 1970s. T h e b o o k contains an interest ing combina -
t ion of a c a d e m i c research and pract ical " h o w t o " tips. S o m e of the m o r e 
a c a d e m i c sect ions (e.g., Factors In f luenc ing M e m o r y ) are l ikely to be of 
m o r e interest to educat ion and psycho logy facul ty than to those w h o are 
look ing fo r less analysis . However , What's the Use of Lectures? a lso has 
m a n y v a l u a b l e s u g g e s t i o n s a n d t i p s , b a c k e d in m a n y i n s t a n c e s b y 
research resul ts , for anyone w h o lectures as par t of their teaching. A s a 
result , What's the Use of Lectures? m a y not be a b o o k eve ryone reads 
c o v e r to c o v e r , b u t it s h o u l d a p p e a l to a w i d e s p e c t r u m o f r e a d e r s . 
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Indiv iduals m a y decide to read certain sect ions accord ing to their i m m e -
d ia t e n e e d s . F o r e x a m p l e , t hey m a y r ead o n e sec t ion w h e n t h e y a re 
a t tempt ing to revi tal ize or improve their lectures, and others w h e n they 
are w a n t i n g a b r ie f l i terature r e v i e w on s tudent a t tent ion, l ook ing fo r 
m e t h o d s to mot iva te students, lecturing for the first t ime, or a t t empt ing 
to e f fec t ive ly combine lectures wi th other teaching me thods . Facu l ty and 
gradua te s tudents m a y also f ind What's the Use of Lectures? va luable for 
its analysis and short l i terature reviews. 

B l i g h ' s p resen ta t ion is wel l o rganized and academic , bu t not dog -
matic . H e starts out by saying that "except for obvious points, such as the 
need to face the class and to be audible, there are f ew rules in lec tur ing . . . 
The re fo re it is not the pu rpose of this b o o k to lay d o w n ru les" (p. 1). 
B l igh fo l lows th rough with his p romise by present ing mul t ip le al terna-
t ives and perspect ives for mos t topics. 

What's the Use of Lectures? is o r g a n i z e d in to f i v e p a r t s : W h a t 
Objec t ives can Lec tures Ach ieve? ; W h a t Fac tors A f f e c t the Acquis i t ion 
of In fo rma t ion? ; W h a t Lec ture Techniques A p p l y These Fac tors M o s t 
E f f e c t i v e l y ? ; A l t e r n a t i v e s w h e n L e c t u r i n g i s I n a d e q u a t e ; a n d 
Prepara t ion for the U s e of Lectures . Th i s edi t ion conta ins a great deal o f 
mate r ia l f r o m earl ier edi t ions, but there are n u m e r o u s va luab le changes 
a n d a d d i t i o n s . T h e c h a p t e r s o n : M a k i n g a P o i n t ; N o t e - t a k i n g in 
Lec tu res ; and T h e Pu rpose , P repara t ion and U s e of H a n d o u t s a re the 
m o s t expanded . T h e chapters on Reasons and Expla in ing , and Styles o f 
Lec tu r ing are comple te ly new. 

Bl igh takes pains to poin t out that there is little control led empir ica l 
research on m a n y aspects of lecturing, bu t there are m a n y opinions and 
exper iences . H e caut ions readers to base their lecturing pract ices on the 
resul ts o f val id invest igat ion, but he points out that m a n y genera l iza t ions 
concern ing lectures have enough support to p rovide gu idance for lectur-
ers. E x a m p l e s of these general izat ions being: (a) T h e lecture is as e f fec -
t ive as other me thods to t ransmit informat ion; (b) m o s t lectures are no t 
as e f fec t ive as d iscuss ion to p romote thought ; (c) chang ing s tudents ' atti-
t u d e s s h o u l d n o t n o r m a l l y be t h e m a j o r o b j e c t i v e o f a l e c t u r e ; a n d 
(d) lectures are relat ively inef fec t ive to teach behaviora l skills (p. 10). 
A f t e r a d iscuss ion of general izat ions, Bl igh conc ludes the first sect ion by 
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s a y i n g , " . . . l e c t u r e s a re n o t i n d i s p e n s a b l e . O t h e r m e t h o d s c a n t e a c h 
in fo rma t ion j u s t as w e l l " (p. 30). 

Wi th the s tage set, Bl igh m o v e s into an analysis o f the factors that 
a f fec t s tudents ' acquis i t ion of informat ion . This m a y be the m o s t inter-
es t ing par t of the b o o k for m a n y readers , because factors a f fec t ing stu-
den t a t tent ion spans and mot iva t ion are discussed. Both of these topics 
h a v e w a r r a n t e d h o u r s o f f acu l ty d i scus s ion and t each ing e f fo r t s , and 
Bl igh p rov ides interest ing insights. 

B l igh re fe rences a great deal o f research f r o m the p sycho logy and 
educa t ion l i terature and provides n u m e r o u s in format ive graphs as he dis-
cusses fac tors that a f fec t s tudents ' at tention (e.g., var ia t ions in s t imula-
t i o n , a u d i t o r y a n d v i s u a l s t i m u l a t i o n , e f f e c t s o f a s h o r t b r e a k , a n d 
s tuden ts ' dai ly work / res t regimes) . H e states " that lectures should no t b e 
longer than 20 -30 minu tes — at least (not) wi thout techniques to vary 
s t imula t ion" (p. 61). 

In the chapter on s tudent mot ivat ion, Bl igh presents research resul ts 
on ins t ructor en thus iasm, and the l ightly researched subjec t o f t app ing 
into s tudent mot ives . S o m e of his conclus ions are that " the w a y to inter-
est a class is to d isplay interest o n e s e l f ' (p. 63), and " the deve lopmen t o f 
s t u d e n t m o t i v a t i o n r equ i r e ( s ) a c o n s c i o u s d e c i s i o n at t h e t i m e w h e n 
t each ing is p r epa red , and s o m e spon tane i ty in a b a n d o n i n g a p r e p a r e d 
p rocedu re w h e n mot iva t ion appears to f lag dur ing a lec ture" (p. 68). In 
o ther words , carpe diem. 

Par t 3, Lec tur ing Techniques , wil l be of m o s t interest to readers w h o 
are look ing for in format ion on " h o w to" lecture effect ively. B l igh ' s pre-
senta t ion is ve ry thorough, poss ib ly too thorough, for instructors w h o are 
j u s t l o o k i n g f o r a ser ies o f f a s t t ips on h o w to p r epa re , i m p r o v e , o r 
del iver their lectures. However , for instructors w h o are looking for m o r e 
ana lys i s , t h e e l e v e n chap te r s on l ec tu r ing t e c h n i q u e s s h o u l d be v e r y 
in teres t ing . F o r example , the n e w chapter on R e a s o n s and Exp la in ing 
presen ts a detai led academic discussion of eight separate k inds of expla-
nat ions . T h e n e w short chapter on Styles o f Lectur ing, presents an inter-
es t ing s u m m a r y of the research in this area, inc luding a d i scuss ion on 
h o w lectur ing style varies by discipline. It led this reader to ref lec t again 
on the c o m m o n pract ice of teaching as w e were taught . 
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Part 4, Alternatives when Lecturing is Inadequate, will be of interest 
to the m a n y instructors w h o want to combine lecturing with other teaching 
methods . Bl igh provides numerous reasons w h y the lecture alone is rarely 
an adequate teaching method when the instructor has mult iple goals. Bl igh 
discusses, in very practical and applied terms, some of the teaching meth-
ods that can be effect ively used with lectures. His practical presentat ion 
even suggests room and seating arrangements to enhance various combi-
nat ions of lecturing and other teaching methods. Bl igh ' s d iagrams in this 
section will be use fu l to instructors w h o want to incorporate techniques 
such as buzz groups and horseshoe groups with their lectures. Further dis-
cussions of the lecture-discussion method, case studies, short talks by stu-
dents, audio tapes, controlled discussion, readings, and computer facilities 
in the c lassroom should spark many teaching ideas for instructors. 

Par t 5, is a very pract ical d iscuss ion of p repar ing to give lectures. It 
is l ikely to be very u se fu l to instructors w h o have no t had a great deal of 
exper ience lectur ing or to those w h o w a n t to m a k e m a j o r changes and 
improvemen t s to their lectures. Bl igh starts wi th a decis ion sequence that 
asks ques t ions about object ives, sui table teaching me thods for the ob jec-
tives, organizat ion of the subject matter, organizat ion of teaching t ime, 
s tudent prepara t ion and fo l low-up, and teaching techniques to m e e t the 
objec t ives . Othe r chapters discuss the ins t ruc tor ' s p repara t ion of no tes 
for the lecture, handouts , equ ipmen t requi rements , conc lud ing the lec-
ture, and lecturing for the first t ime. 

B l igh ' s r e fe rence and b ib l iography sect ion wil l b e u s e f u l for educa -
t iona l r e sea rche r s , and it is c lear tha t he has g o n e to g rea t e f fo r t s to 
r ev i ew the p sycho logy and educat ion l i terature w h e n wr i t ing What s the 
Use of Lectures? T h e index, whi le adequate , cou ld be m o r e ex tens ive 
and there fore m o r e he lp fu l to readers w h o are look ing for in fo rma t ion 
on par t icular topics . 

What's the Use of Lectures? is an interesting and valuable book. It is in 
part academic analysis and literature review and in part a "how to" book 
with numerous practical ideas and suggestions for the n e w and experienced 
lecturer. Potential readership will range f r o m graduate students looking for 
short literature reviews and support for hypotheses, to academics conduct-
ing their o w n research, to seasoned lecturers looking for research results to 
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h o n e their o w n lecturing techniques, to n e w faculty looking for support 
b e f o r e g iv ing their f i rs t f ew lectures. Whi l e it is diff icul t to adequate ly 
serve such a wide audience, What's the Use of Lectures? does a good j o b of 
blending mult iple objectives in a w a y that is of use to each of these groups. 
The fifth edition of What's the Use of Lectures? is a valuable and usefu l 
addition to the higher education literature. 

4r- ^ • 

Miche l e Mar incov ich , Jack Prostko, & Freder ic Stout (Eds). (1998). The 
Professional Development of Graduate Teaching Assistants. Bolton, MA: 
A n k e r Publ ish ing Company. Pages: 328. Price: $35.95 U S (hardcover) . 

R e v i e w e d b y Die t e r Schonwe t t e r , U n i v e r s i t y Teach ing Se rv ices , T h e 
Univers i ty of Mani toba . 

The Professional Development of Graduate Teaching Assistants is a 
compi la t ion of the skills, exper iences , w i s d o m , and vis ions of conce rned 
re sea rche r s and prac t i t ioners r epresen t ing va r ious cent res o f Teach ing 
A s s i s t a n t (TA) d e v e l o p m e n t . It p r o m o t e s the s cho l a r sh ip o f t e a c h i n g 
th rough the deve lopmen t o f TAs by mee t ing their present and fu tu re ped-
agogica l needs . T h e text beg ins wi th a historical overv iew of TA devel-
o p m e n t , f o l l o w e d b y the r o l e o f c e n t r a l i z e d and d e p a r t m e n t a l l y r u n 
p rog rams , the commona l t i e s o f TA training, appropr ia te methodolog ies , 
a s sessmen t and evaluat ion, and conc ludes wi th the fu ture deve lopmen t 
p r o g r a m s issues. 

The early beginnings, current themes, and future issues of TA develop-
men t are discussed in chapter one. Historical concerns are illustrated as a 
progression of communicat ion: "Nothing to Say," "Private Conversat ions," 
" C a n We Talk?," and "Extending the Conversat ion" (p. 1). Cur ren t pro-
g r a m themes include: teaching in nontradi t ional sett ings, us ing techno-
l o g i c a l a d v a n c e s , a c c e s s f o r a l l g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t s , e n c o u r a g i n g 
ref lec t ion , a p rogress ion of deve lopment th roughout the g radua tes ' pro-
g ram, and the combined effor ts o f peers , mentors , advisors , and facul ty 
d e v e l o p e r s . T h e sk i l l s and k n o w l e d g e b a s e a w a i t i n g f u t u r e f a c u l t y 
i n c l u d e : i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y c o n n e c t i o n s , i n t e rac t ive p e d a g o g y , s t u d e n t 
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